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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
2/19/2008 has been entered. Claims 1-23 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Usui et. al (JP404242106A- a translation is on order 



Application/Control Number: 10/816,523 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2624 

and will be provided with the mailing of the next office action) in view of Mack et al. (US 
patent 6,377,700),Teitelbaum (US 5,872,834) and Picone et. al. (US 5,293,452). 

Regarding claim 1, Usui discloses an apparatus ("To provide a face recognizing 
apparatus by which the recognizing rate is further improved", Abstract), comprising: 

at least one camera directed toward a user's face and to obtain at least one still 
image of the user's face (Usui, Figure 2, numeral 1 1 2); 

memory means for storing user profile information relating to authorized users of a 
system (Usui, Figure 1, numeral 17); 

processor connected to said at least one camera, configured to process the still 
images obtained by said at least one camera (Figure 1 , numeral 13) and to generate a 
3-dimensional model of the user's face (Usui, Figure 2, numeral 15, see Figures 3, 5-7), 
and 

processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user profile 
information to determine the user (Figure 1, numeral 16). 

Usui does not teach (italicized): 

(1) at least one camera configured to record at least two still images of a user from 
at least first and second angles of view; 



Application/Control Number: 10/816,523 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2624 

(2) to generate a facial texture bit map of the user's face using the at least one still 

image of the user's face, and to compare the facial texture bit map with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access the system. 

(3) a mobile hand held terminal for recognizing a user's identity during an attempt 
to access the mobile terminal; 



(4) processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access a system, 
said processing means comprising means for granting access to the system when 
the generated model matches the profile information of one of the authorized users 
stored in the memory means, thereby indicating recognition and authorization of the 
user, and 

(5) means for updating the profile information of the one of the authorized 
users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of 
the generated model and the previously stored profile information. 



Mack discloses a method and apparatus for capturing stereoscopic images 
using image sensors ("The present invention relates generally to three-dimensional 
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(3-D) models and, in particular, to a method and apparatus for capturing 
stereoscopic images to be processed into 3-D models of objects.", column 1, line 8) 
wherein at least two cameras are directed toward the user's face and adapted to 
record at least two still images of the user from at least first and second angles of 
view (Mack, Figure 2, numeral 22 and 23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize, as the image 3D image capture system of Usui, the 
plural camera system of Mack whereby at least two still images of the user's face 
are recorded from first and second angles, in order to provide a well known, robust 
and reliable way with which to capture three dimensional points for modeling an 
object ("In creating three-dimensional (3-D) models of real objects, a multitude of 
images of real objects are taken from different positions to exploit the differences in 
the objects' projection." Mack, column 2, line 40) and without specialized equipment 
and operating expertise ("by using a 3-D imaging device system that can capture 
images of objects which are subsequently used to create 3-D data would allow 
consumers without special expertise to generate 3-D models of real objects 
expeditiously and with ease" as stated by Mack in column 1 , line 52). 

Mack also teaches the obtained 2-dimensional still image of the user's face being 
used to determine the user's facial texture (column 3, line 631). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the 
3-dimensional face recognition apparatus taught by the 3D image capture system of 
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Usui to include textural face data as taught by Mack, in conjunction with the generated 
3-dimensional model, to determine whether the user is authorized to access the system, 
because textural face data provides additional information for comparison for the 
recognition system "such as physical surface properties of an object" (Mack, column 3, 
line 631). 



While the combination between Usui and Mack discloses the invention above, the 
combination does not teach 

(3) a mobile hand held terminal for recognizing a user's identity during an attempt 
to access the mobile terminal; 

(4) processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access a system . 
said processing means comprising means for granting access to the system when 
the generated model matches the profile information of one of the authorized users 
stored in the memory means, thereby indicating recognition and authorization of the 
user : and 

(5) means for updating the profile information of the one of the authorized 
users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of 
the generated model and the previously stored profile information. 
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Teitelbaum discloses a telephone with biometric sensing device ("This invention 
relates generally to telephones and more particularly to a telephone provided with a 
contact imaging device for identifying an operator of the telephone.", column 1 , line 6) 
comprising: 

(1) a mobile hand held terminal for recognizing a user's identity during an attempt 
to access the mobile terminal ("the contact imaging device allows for a user of the 
telephone to be identified", column 4, line 14); 

(2) processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access a system ("The 
comparator means analyzes the biometric data for identifiable features and compares 
predetermined features against those of biometric templates stored in non-volatile 
memory.", Teitelbaum, column 1 1 , line 35), said processing means comprising means 
for granting access to the system when the generated model matches the profile 
information of one of the authorized users stored in the memory means, thereby 
indicating recognition and authorization of the user ("Once identified, the salesman is 
provided access to telephone features and services in a predetermined manner.", 
Teitelbaum, column 8, line 50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the three dimensional modeling and biometric (i.e., 
facial) biometric system of the Usui and Mack combination described above, into the 
mobile hand held terminal of Teitelbaum to determine whether the user is authorized to 
access a system, in order to provide Teitelbaum with a contact free method of capturing 
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a biometric (i.e., a face instead of a fingerprint) for the convenience of the user, and to 
ensure accuracy of recognition ("recognizing rate is further improved" at Usui, abstract). 

While the combination between Usui, Mack, and Teitelbaum disclose the invention 
above, the combination does not teach a means for updating the profile information of 
the one of the authorized users with the generated model after each grant of access by 
said means for granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an 
average of the generated model and the previously stored profile information. 

Picone discloses a voice log-in using spoken name input ("This invention is a voice 
log-in technique in which access to, for example, a medical records database, is 
granted based on the computerized recognition of a person's spoken name.", column 2, 
line 24) that teaches a means for updating the profile information of the one of the 
authorized users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of the 
generated model and the previously stored profile information ("For each successful 
verification, the dynamic reference updating procedure averages the feature sets 
associated with the reference template and the input speech, and the reference 
template is updated accordingly," Picone, column 2, line 1) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a means for updating the profile information of the one of the 
authorized users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
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granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of the 
generated model and the previously stored profile information as taught by Picone to 
the combination of Usui, Mack, and Teitelbaum in order to accommodate gradual 
changes in appearance and maintain recognition over a long time period ("thereby 
accommodating changes.", Picone, column 2, line 5). 

Regarding claim 2, Mack further comprises a light source for projecting light at 
the user's face (Mack, Figure 4, numeral 41). 

Regarding claim 3, Mack further teaches a light source wherein the light source 
projects structured light onto the user's face to facilitate the generation of the 3- 
dimensional model (Mack, Figure 4, numeral 42). 

Regarding claim 5, Usui further teaches said memory means comprising at least 
one selected from a group consisting of RAM, ROM, EPROM, and a magnetic storage 
media, which would be an inherent feature of the database used to store existing user 
profiles depicted in Usui's drawings (Usui, Figure 1, numeral 17). 

Regarding claim 6, Usui teaches a processing means comprising a computer, 
said memory means being contained within said computer (Usui, Figure 2, numeral 
114). 
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Regarding claim 7, while the combination between Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, and 
Picone as applied to claim 1 does teach at least one camera adapted to obtain a 2- 
dimensional still image of the user's face and a 3-dimensional model to determine 
whether the user is authorized to access the system, the combination does not teach 
wherein the obtained 2-dimensional still image of the user's face is used to determine 
the user's facial texture, the determined facial texture being used in conjunction with the 
generated 3-dimensional model to determine whether the user is authorized to access 
the system. 

Mack teaches the obtained 2-dimensional still image of the user's face being used 
to determine the user's facial texture (column 3, line 631). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the 
3-dimensional face recognition apparatus taught by the combination between Usui, 
Mack, Teitelbaum, and Picone to include textural face data as taught by Mack, in 
conjunction with the generated 3-dimensional model, to determine whether the user is 
authorized to access the system, because textural face data provides additional 
information for comparison for the recognition system "such as physical surface 
properties of an object" (Mack, column 3, line 631). 

Regarding claim 8, while the combination between Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, and 
Picone teaches the invention of claim 1, the combination does not teach wherein said 
light source comprises at least one selected from a group consisting of white light, Laser 
light and infrared light. 
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Mack discloses a method and apparatus for capturing stereoscopic images using 
image sensors ("The present invention relates generally to three-dimensional (3-D) 
models and, in particular, to a method and apparatus for capturing stereoscopic images 
to be processed into 3-D models of objects.", column 1 , line 8) that teaches wherein 
said light source comprises at least one selected from a group consisting of white light, 

Laser light and infrared light ("Alternatively, the vertical lines 21 may be projected 
onto the object 20 using light source 16 such as infra-red laser or visible laser.", Mack, 
column 15, line 65). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the infrared light as the light source as taught by Mack in 
the invention created by the combination of Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, and Picone 
infrared light is not visible and therefore more transparent and passive for the 
comfort of the user ("generating non-visible light output (e.g. infra-red)" (Mack, 
column 5, line 57 ). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination between Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, and 
Picone, which teaches the invention of claim 1 discussed above, also teaches wherein 
the mobile terminal is a mobile telephone (Teitelbaum, Figure 12). 
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Regarding claim 11, Mack of the combination between Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum 
and Picone, which teaches the invention of claim 1 , further comprises means for 
determining an orientation of the mobile terminal for determining an angle between said 
at least first and second angle of view (Mack, Figure 6) 

Regarding claim 12, Mack of the combination between Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, 
and Picone, which teaches the invention of claim 1 , discloses wherein said at least one 
camera comprises first and second cameras, said first camera adapted to record at 
least one still image of the user from at least the first angle of view and said second 
camera adapted to record at least one still image of the user from at least the second 
angle of view (Mack, Figure 12 ) 

Regarding claims 21, 22, and 23, the invention of claims 21-23 are obvious in 
view of Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, Picone and Sadovnik for the same reasons and 
motivation as applied to claim 1 above. In claim 22-23 which invoke determining a facial 
shape, this information is by nature incorporated in the generated 3D facial model of 
claim 1. 



5. Claims 19, 4, 13, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Usui et. al (JP404242106A - a translation is on order and will be 
provided with the mailing of the next office action), Mack et al. (US patent 6,377,700) , 
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Teitelbaum (US 5,872,834), Picone et. al. (US 5,293,452) and Sadovnik (US 
5,497,430). 

Regarding claims 19 and 4, Usui does not teach at least one camera 
comprising a charged couple device (CCD) camera, which is a digital camera. 

Sadovnik discloses at least one camera comprising a charged couple device 
camera, which is a digital camera, in the analogous area of biometric recognition 
systems ("At the same time, one would like to use existing inexpensive CCD video 
cameras", Sadovnik, column 13, line 46). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a CCD video camera, which is a digital camera, because 
they are relatively inexpensive ("At the same time, one would like to use existing 
inexpensive CCD video cameras", Sadovnik, column 13, line 46). 

Regarding claims 13 and 20, the invention of claim 13 and 20 are obvious in 
view of Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, Picone and Sadovnik for the same reasons and 
motivation as applied to claims 1 , 3 and 7 above. 

Regarding claim 14, Mack of the Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, Picone, and Sadovnik 
combination discussed in claim 13 further comprises a light source for projecting 
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structured light on the user's face for use in obtaining said at least two still images of the 
user's face (Mack, Figure 6, numeral 30 and 32). 

Regarding claim 15, Teitelbaum of the Usui, Mack, Teitelbaum, Picone, and 
Sadovnik combination discussed in claim 13, teaches wherein said mobile terminal is a 
mobile telephone (Teitelbaum, Figure 12). 

at least one camera directed toward the user's face (Usui, Figure 2, numeral 112); 

memory means for storing user profile information relating to authorized users of a 
system (Usui, Figure 1, numeral 17); 

processor connected to said at least one camera, configured to process the still 
images obtained by said at least one camera (Figure 1 , numeral 13) and to generate a 
3-dimensional model of the user's face (Usui, Figure 2, numeral 15, see Figures 3, 5-7), 
and 

processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user profile 
information to determine the user (Figure 1, numeral 16). 

Usui does not teach (italicized): 

(1) at least one camera configured to record at least two still images of a user from 
at least first and second angles of view; 



Application/Control Number: 10/816,523 
Art Unit: 2624 



Page 15 



(2) to generate a facial texture bit map of the user's face using the at least one still 
image of the user's face, and to compare the facial texture bit map with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access the system. 

(3) a mobile hand held terminal for recognizing a user's identity during an attempt 
to access the mobile terminal; 

(4) processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user 

profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access a system, said 

processing means comprising means for granting access to the system when the 

generated model matches the profile information of one of the authorized users stored 

in the memory means, thereby indicating recognition and authorization of the user, and 

(5) means for updating the profile information of the one of the authorized 
users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of 
the generated model and the previously stored profile information. 

Mack discloses a method and apparatus for capturing stereoscopic images 
using image sensors ("The present invention relates generally to three-dimensional 
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(3-D) models and, in particular, to a method and apparatus for capturing 
stereoscopic images to be processed into 3-D models of objects.", column 1, line 8) 
wherein at least two cameras are directed toward the user's face and adapted to 
record at least two still images of the user from at least first and second angles of 
view (Mack, Figure 2, numeral 22 and 23). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize, as the image 3D image capture system of Usui, the 
plural camera system of Mack whereby at least two still images of the user's face 
are recorded from first and second angles, in order to provide a well known, robust 
and reliable way with which to capture three dimensional points for modeling an 
object ("In creating three-dimensional (3-D) models of real objects, a multitude of 
images of real objects are taken from different positions to exploit the differences in 
the objects' projection." Mack, column 2, line 40) and without specialized equipment 
and operating expertise ("by using a 3-D imaging device system that can capture 
images of objects which are subsequently used to create 3-D data would allow 
consumers without special expertise to generate 3-D models of real objects 
expeditiously and with ease" as stated by Mack in column 1 , line 52). 

Mack also teaches the obtained 2-dimensional still image of the user's face being 
used to determine the user's facial texture (column 3, line 631). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to further modify the 
3-dimensional face recognition apparatus taught by the 3D image capture system of 
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Usui to include textural face data as taught by Mack, in conjunction with the generated 
3-dimensional model, to determine whether the user is authorized to access the system, 
because textural face data provides additional information for comparison for the 
recognition system "such as physical surface properties of an object" (Mack, column 3, 
line 631). 



While the combination between Usui and Mack discloses the invention above, the 
combination does not teach 

(3) a mobile hand held terminal for recognizing a user's identity during an attempt 
to access the mobile terminal; 

(4) processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access a system . 
said processing means comprising means for granting access to the system when 
the generated model matches the profile information of one of the authorized users 
stored in the memory means, thereby indicating recognition and authorization of the 
user : and 

(5) means for updating the profile information of the one of the authorized 
users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of 
the generated model and the previously stored profile information. 



Teitelbaum discloses a telephone with biometric sensing device ("This invention 
relates generally to telephones and more particularly to a telephone provided with a 
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contact imaging device for identifying an operator of the telephone.", column 1, line 6) 
comprising: 

(1) a mobile hand held terminal for recognizing a user's identity during an attempt 
to access the mobile terminal ("the contact imaging device allows for a user of the 
telephone to be identified", column 4, line 14); 

(2) processing means for comparing the generated model with the stored user 
profile information to determine whether the user is authorized to access a system ("The 
comparator means analyzes the biometric data for identifiable features and compares 
predetermined features against those of biometric templates stored in non-volatile 
memory.", Teitelbaum, column 1 1 , line 35), said processing means comprising means 
for granting access to the system when the generated model matches the profile 
information of one of the authorized users stored in the memory means, thereby 
indicating recognition and authorization of the user ("Once identified, the salesman is 
provided access to telephone features and services in a predetermined manner.", 
Teitelbaum, column 8, line 50). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the three dimensional modeling and biometric (i.e., 
facial) biometric system of the Usui and Mack combination described above, into the 
mobile hand held terminal of Teitelbaum to determine whether the user is authorized to 
access a system, in order to provide Teitelbaum with a contact free method of capturing 
a biometric (i.e., a face instead of a fingerprint) for the convenience of the user, and to 
ensure accuracy of recognition ("recognizing rate is further improved" at Usui, abstract). 
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While the combination between Usui, Mack, and Teitelbaum disclose the invention 
above, the combination does not teach a means for updating the profile information of 
the one of the authorized users with the generated model after each grant of access by 
said means for granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an 
average of the generated model and the previously stored profile information. 

Picone discloses a voice log-in using spoken name input ("This invention is a voice 
log-in technique in which access to, for example, a medical records database, is 
granted based on the computerized recognition of a person's spoken name.", column 2, 
line 24) that teaches a means for updating the profile information of the one of the 
authorized users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of the 
generated model and the previously stored profile information ("For each successful 
verification, the dynamic reference updating procedure averages the feature sets 
associated with the reference template and the input speech, and the reference 
template is updated accordingly," Picone, column 2, line 1) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add a means for updating the profile information of the one of the 
authorized users with the generated model after each grant of access by said means for 
granting access such that the updated profile information comprises an average of the 
generated model and the previously stored profile information as taught by Picone to 
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the combination of Usui, Mack, and Teitelbaum in order to accommodate gradual 
changes in appearance and maintain recognition over a long time period ("thereby 
accommodating changes.", Picone, column 2, line 5). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 17 and 18 are allowed. Regarding claims 17 and 18, the prior art of record 
does not reasonably teach or suggest the steps of sending, from a mobile terminal, 2D 
still images over a network to sever, generating a 3D model at the server, determining 
facial shape using the 3D model, sending the shape and model back to the mobile 
terminal, and determining whether the shape data matches a profile stored in memory. 

8. Claims 10 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. Regarding claims 10 and 16, the prior art 
does not teach the invention of claim 1 , where the mobile terminal transmits the images 
to a server over a network and receives a 3-dimensional model and a facial texture bit 
map from the server. 
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Response to Arguments 
Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant states that there is no indication in Usui that the registered data is in fact user 
profile information. 

Examiner's Reply : 

An oral translation of the figure was obtained in which it was determined that the 
registered data is in fact user profile information. In fact, the "face is recognized" in the 
abstract by being "collated with the registered data in database 17." 

Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant states that the cited references fail to disclose or suggest at least the feature 
of a processing unit connected to said at least one camera. 

Examiner's Reply : 

Camera 1 1 2 is part of Numeral 1 1 , which is connected to a processing means, Numeral 
13. 

Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 
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Applicant states that none of the figures in Usui shows that the processing means (13) 
is connected to the cameras 1 1 2 and 1 1 5. 

Examiner's Reply : 

Numeral 1 15 in Figure 2 is not a camera but a light projector. Camera 1 12 is part of 
numeral 11, which is connected to a processing means, numeral 13. 

Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant states that the translated portion of Usui does not indicate that reference 
numeral 13 processes the still images. 

Examiner's Reply : 

The processing unit denoted by numeral 13 processes still images as those are the only 
kinds of images inputted to the system from the camera. 

Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant states that to extract a number of individual elements which are picked and 
chosen to recreate the claimed invention, is improper absent some teaching or 
suggestion in the references to support their use in the particular claimed combination. 



Examiner's Reply : 
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Applicant's argument of improper hindsight reasoning is not directed to any particular 
combination made by the Examiner and therefore Examiner urges Applicant to review 
the motivations used as part of the combination made in claim 1 . In response to 
applicant's argument that the examiner's conclusion of obviousness is based upon 
improper hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that any judgment on obviousness 
is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction based upon hindsight reasoning. But so long 
as it takes into account only knowledge which was within the level of ordinary skill at the 
time the claimed invention was made, and does not include knowledge gleaned only 
from the applicant's disclosure, such a reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 
443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 1971). 

Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant states that Teitelbaum (directed to "Telephone with Biometric Sensing 
Device") and Picone (directed to speech recognition) are directed references that are 
unrelated and otherwise, non-analogous to Usui and Mack, as well as, the present 
invention. 

Examiner's Reply : 

In response to applicant's argument that Teitelbaum and Picone are non-analogous art, 
it has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's 
endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the 
applicant was concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the 
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claimed invention. See In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, Picone is directed to the same problem solving area of updating a 
template with each authentication to account for changes that occur over time in a user 
of a system. Teitekbaum, on the other hand, is directed to the same problems solving 
area of determining whether a user is authorized to access a system based on whether 
a generated model matches the profile information of one of the authorized users. 

Summary of Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant states that the Office Action has applied five references in an effort to 
reconstruct Applicants' presently claimed invention. 

Examiner's Reply : 

In response to applicant's argument that the examiner has combined an excessive 
number of references, reliance on a large number of references in a rejection does not, 
without more, weigh against the obviousness of the claimed invention. See In re 
Gorman, 933 F.2d 982, 18 USPQ2d 1885 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELISA M. RICE whose telephone number is (571)270- 
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1582. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00a.m. -5:30p.m. EST Monday thru 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian P. Werner can be reached on (571)272-7401 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elisa M Rice/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2624 



/Brian P. Werner/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2624 



